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God has a good plan for you 
Now that you're saved, God wants to establish some  
new patterns in your life..  By following these “first 
steps”, you’ll lay a solid foundation for a growing  
relationship.  God’s love for you won’t change whether 
you do these things or not, but your love for Him will!  
You’ve been given a brand new life, full of untold  
potential that’s waiting to be developed.    
  
1. Being water baptized is a sign of salvation, after you 
have believed. It is not a requirement for salvation, it's 
simply an act of obedience to God’s word (Matthew 
28:19).  Being sprinkled as a child prior to your true 
commitment to Christ is not sufficient.   

2. Your next step should be to receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit (John 20:22). God doesn't intend for you to 
live for Him on your own, He wants to live through you 
by the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit.  The gift of 
the Holy Spirit comes to all who ask in faith (Luke 10:11
-13). 

3. The Bible is God's word. Choose a version of the  
Bible that’s easy for you to understand.  God will give 
you wisdom, guidance and speak directly to you 
through the Bible.  It’s charged with the very life of God, 
and will come alive to you as you allow the Holy Spirit to 
teach you.   

4. All of these steps can be made much easier if you 
get involved in a local church that teaches faith and 
grace for the whole Christian life. You can learn a lot 
from other believers who have walked in God’s word 
and have been through some things.  God uses people 
to help you grow spiritually, it’s not good for you to be 
on your own.  The church is also a place to put what 
you’ve learned in God’s word into practice, to serve, 
develop friendships with other believers, and to be a 
blessing to others.      
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B 
You’re in Good Hands Now 
God’s word promises “that if you shall confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall 
be saved” (Romans 10:9).  Saved from what?  
Eternal separation from God.  You were saved the 
moment you sincerely committed your life to Christ.  
You don’t have to get saved over and over again.  
Even when you mess up, or feel like a failure, that 
doesn’t change the fact that you are saved.  God will 
honor the commitment you made to Him.  He will 
never deny, leave or forsake you (Matthew 10:32, 
Hebrews 13:5).  Your relationship with God is  
secure.  You can’t do anything to make God love you 
more, and you can’t do anything so awful that will 
make God love you less.  He loves you, no matter 
what.  Christianity is they only faith with a Savior.  All 
other faiths depend on good works.  God knew we 
wouldn’t do everything right, so he sent Jesus to take 
our sin and the punishment we deserve on His own 
body to give us salvation as a gift.   
 

C 
Your spirit changed 
When you got saved, your body and soul (mind, will 
and emotions) didn’t change, but your spirit did.  If 
you were overweight when you got saved, you were  
overweight afterward.  If you were a worrier before 
you got saved, you’ll stay a worrier until you find out 
that you don’t have to worry anymore.  But your spirit 
has been made completely new.  In your spirit, you 
have a new nature, you are a new creation altogeth-
er, “old things are passed away and all things have 
become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). You have a new 
identity, you are a child of God.  Whether you felt an-
ything or not when you committed your life to  
Jesus, radical change took place in your spirit, and 
you’re now a brand new person. 
 
 

A new way of thinking 
Salvation isn’t just going to heaven when you die.  God  
wants you to start experiencing the benefits of salvation 
right now.  This requires knowledge of God’s word.  Your 
whole outlook will change as you grow in the knowledge 
of God and His promises.  This is called “renewing your 
mind” (Romans 12:1-2).  Since you can’t see or touch 
your spirit, God’s word is the only way you can know 
what happened on the inside of you.  By believing and 
acting on  God’s word, you’ll experience God’s love, joy, 
peace, health, deliverance, prosperity, and so much 
more that’s already in your spirit now by Christ Jesus.  
Knowing God’s word changes the way you believe, 
speak and expect things to be.  Knowing God’s word 
helps you see the truth about God, that He’s good, that 
He’s pleased with you, and accepts you.  That He’s not 
out to get you, or always mad at you.  That He doesn’t 
bring sickness, poverty or tragedy to teach you a lesson.  
Knowing God’s word brings life, freedom and great joy! 
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E 
Choose life 
All your sins were forgiven - past, present and future - 
the moment you received Jesus.  Even though you were 
completely forgiven, it matters how you live.  You have 
an enemy who is committed to your destruction (John 
10:10).  The choices you make determine whether you 
experience life or death.  Sin gives the devil a foothold in 
your life and he will take complete advantage of it.  
When you sin, simply repent, change your mind and 
change your direction.  God has already forgiven you, so 
don’t fall for the deception that God doesn’t  love you 
anymore or you have lost your salvation.  God poured 
out His judgment on Jesus, so you wouldn’t be judged or 
condemned.   
 
 
 
 


