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Brandon would sit in my office and cry about having no food and money, no matter how hard 
he tried to provide for his family.  His baby would cry all night because they had no food.   
Then one day the Dream Center came with food, and specifically asked if there was anyone 
with an infant, because they happened to have formula that week, which was totally out of the 
ordinary.  I can't describe his joy, he was euphoric, he held tight to the formula as he talked to 
me. Even after he moved on from the program, because he found part time work with the city, 
he still came back on Wednesdays for three more weeks to pick up food.   
 

Wisdom Zio, Program Manager  
Mid-Atlantic States Career and Education Center, Woodbury, NJ 

 
 
With your financial support of the South Jersey Dream Center, you will be safeguarding the well 
being of people like Brandon, a father of three children under five years-old whose girlfriend 
died in a car accident. Because of his criminal record he couldn't find a job and became 
depressed and weary, and struggled to find food to supplement the small amount he received 
through food stamps.  As seen by this story, your generosity will transform something as simple 
as food into a catalyst of hope for a brighter tomorrow.   
 
 
 
 
 

Why We Exist 
We believe the cycle of poverty can be broken over 
people's lives in South Jersey and dignity restored.  
 
How? 
We offer people options to change their status 
quo…from the inside out.  To discover their God 
given purpose and value, and develop their full 
potential.  To become a positive influence in their 
local communities.  
 
What We Do 
We start with helping out with food, clothing, 
household, baby, and hygiene items.  Then begins 
the personal, spiritual, and professional training.  We 
develop the whole person.   

 
Our Core Values 
We value sharing God's unconditional love, goodness, and grace  
We value engaging in relationship, partnership, and two-way giving 
We value serving in and strengthening our local communities 
We value being open and intentional about how to do things more effectively 
 

Why, How, What, and Values 
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The South Jersey Dream 
Center (SJDC) is a familiar 
place to low income families 
in Gloucester County and the 
surrounding communities. 
Founded in 2010, the SJDC 
has become known among 
our guests as the "best" food 
distribution program in the 
area.  What began in Sewell, 
NJ on a cold November day 
with a Turkey Giveaway to 
30 people, has progressively 
grown into a grocery-store-
like operation serving 150 
families in one afternoon.  One guest described it as, "You could shop like you were in a regular 
store, but the only difference was, at the end, there was no cash register, no check out".   
 
In March, 2014 Life Skills Workshops were added, along with free back-to-school haircuts, 
clothing, baby supplies, and health screenings.  In addition to receiving food from the Food 
Bank of South Jersey and Philabundance, multiple partnerships began with dedicated and 
community minded businesses retailers such as Panera, BJ's, Shoprite, Target, and Albert's 
Organics.  A connection was made with clothing partners such as a local consignment shop, dry 
cleaners who donated unclaimed items, and schools who donated their lost and found.   
 
With various newspaper articles featuring the SJDC in the South Jersey Times, the increased 
exposure caused their volunteer base to grow tremendously.  Over 100 passionate and caring 
volunteers from the community, local organizations and businesses joined forces with the SJDC 
in various capacities.  People began to host food drives, clothing drives and diaper drives on  
behalf of the SJDC.  Many of which shared, "We just want to know that what we are donating is 
staying local".   
 
The SJDC moved from Sewell to Runnemede in 2013, and then to National Park in 2015, each 
time outgrowing their space due to the high demand and high impact of the assistance and 
programs they offered.  In April, 2015 Columbia Bank blessed the SJDC with a $25,500 grant 
for a much needed cargo van.  In July, 2015 they moved their headquarters from the basement 
of the founder's home to donated office space in West Deptford, NJ.  On move in day, they 
started with two offices, and gradually expanded to 13 offices, including a television studio with 
a professional set.  
 
Today, the SJDC is poised to become one of the largest, full service, one-stop outreaches to low 
income and struggling families in the region.  More about that to follow… 
 
 
 
 
 

Founding 
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Rev. Joseph Fortunato, President 
Founder of the South Jersey Dream Center 
Pastor of Faith Fellowship Ministries, Thorofare, NJ 
 
Rev. Natalie Fortunato, Secretary 
Executive Director of the South Jersey Dream Center 
Administrator of Faith Fellowship Ministries, Thorofare, NJ 
 
Rev. John Antonucci, Vice President  
Pastor of The Faith Center, Fort Myers, FL 
 
Dr. Edward Dean, retired Executive with Raytheon Systems Company  
Doctor of Philosophy in Clinical Psychology, Long Branch, NJ 
 
Dr. Rose Dean PhD, retired Executive with Raytheon Systems Company  
Doctor of Philosophy in Clinical Psychology, Founder of Road of Success Counseling and 
Coaching, Long Branch, NJ.  
 
 

    The Team 

    Board of Directors 
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We define material poverty as the lack of money, material possessions, access to wealth, or 
ability to provide for their basic needs.  165,000 people live in material poverty in South Jersey.  
That’s 10% of the overall population, including 1 out of 7 children.    
 

When people don't have the means to provide for themselves or their families, there is a loss of 
purpose and dignity. This creates a vicious cycle of poverty—economically, spiritually, and 
emotionally.   
 
People in poverty are more susceptible to crime, homelessness, domestic violence, a poor 
education and medical care, substance abuse, unwanted pregnancies, divorce, living in marginal 
or fragile environments, insecurity, powerlessness, exclusion, and suicide. And the cycle 
continues.  
 
We believe this cycle of poverty can be broken over people’s lives.  Where families are restored 
and children grow up with hope and a future. Where communities and entire cities are renewed 
because purpose and dignity have been restored 
 
 
 
 
We know that not everyone believes that the cycle of poverty can be broken over people’s lives, 
and some would even consider this idea absurd and impossible. We also know that not 
everyone wants help. But for most people entangled in poverty, they simply don't know where 
to begin or are aware they have options. Some people have been there their entire lives, others 
have recently fallen on hard times. Trying to make ends meet and get through another day is 
the primary focus. Very few have a plan or hopes for a long term solution. We want to be a part 
of that long term solution.  

South Jersey and Poverty 

Is This Even Possible? 
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There are a multitude of food pantries, thrift shops, and training programs in South Jersey that 
offer help for low income families, yet the poverty rate in New Jersey has risen from 7.9% in 
2000 to 10% in 2017. The poorest county in the state is in South Jersey, Cumberland County at 
17.5%. We don't claim to be experts in alleviating poverty, but we do know that traditional 
methods are not working. What sets us apart from other programs in our region is that we 
develop the whole person. We help meet basic needs for food and clothing, but we also offer 
people options to change their status quo. To change from the inside out.  To discover their 
God given purpose and value, and develop their full potential.  To become a positive influence 
in their local communities. Again, we're not here to rescue or fix people, we're simply here to 
offer them options for change. Change that significantly disrupts the seemingly endless cycle of 
poverty, and helps them take steps forward 
 
 
 
 
We start by providing healthy food, clothing, and basic household and baby items. Our 
distribution is set up like a retail store, and our guests “shop” for the items they need, which 
lessens the stigma and shame of visiting an assistance program. Having food on the table and 
clothes in the closet frees people up to use their money for other pressing needs, and allows 
them to focus on their individual well being. We also know that without providing these basic 
resources, most people would never visit the Dream Center, and therefore never know that we 
nourish people in more ways than just food.  
 
Then begins the personal, spiritual, and professional training.   
 
Personal training in regards to everyday living. Helping people with life skills such as nutrition, 
exercise, overcoming addictions, handling grief, financial literacy, effective parenting, building 
strong marriages, conflict resolution, health and wellness, and more.  
 
Spiritual training that helps people discover their God given value, purpose and original identity 
in Christ, and develop their personal relationship with Him.  Training that forms a strong 
foundation of God's unconditional love, 
goodness and grace toward them regardless 
of life choices or circumstances. That 
strengthens people from the inside out, and 
gives them a sense of worth, honor and 
esteem.  
 
And professional training that helps people 
hone in on their unique gifts, talents, and 
assets that lead to meaningful work and 
being productive members of their local 
community.  Training that helps people who 
are unemployed and underemployed become 
connected to a community of support, and  

What Sets Us Apart 

The Service We Provide 
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help them obtain far more than just a job. They learn people skills, social skills, communication 
skills, good character and attitudes that enable them to navigate their environment, work well 
with others, perform well, achieve, and reach their full potential.  
 
 
 
 
I am a 58 year-old single man, who has really struggled in life.  I am the caretaker of my 15 
year-old nephew, and for us, food is a real issue.  Lunch at school was the only consistent meal 
for my nephew, unlike breakfast or dinner which many times just didn't happen.  The first time 
I received food from the South Jersey Dream Center, I was shocked and delighted.  As a former 
cook in Atlantic City for many years, I worked wonders with the meat, and potatoes and beans 
that I received each week.         Lloyd - Woodbury, 
NJ 
 
We've been effectively reaching people caught in a cycle of poverty since 2010. We started with 
a Thanksgiving outreach at a local church and gave away 30 turkeys and all the fixings. Since 
that time we have given away nearly a million pounds of food, clothing and basic necessities; 
provided assistance for over 10,000 people; worked with over 300 individual, group and 
corporate volunteers; built partnerships with over 50 food and clothing retailers and businesses; 
hosted a multitude of life skills workshops; raised over $110,000 in donations and corporate and 
foundation grants with a small leadership team; hosted an annual Dodge Hunger Dodgeball 
tournament with local players and others across the northeast; shared our resources with 
various local agencies; actively participated in community events; and have had the privilege of 
individuals, community groups and corporations hosting food, clothing and diaper drives on our 
behalf.  
 
 
 
 

Based on the above data, just 
imagine the void that would exist if 
the South Jersey Dream Center was 
not here. The gap there would be 
between people in need of training 
and resources and those that have 
the training and resources to share, if 
we weren't there to connect them. 
Imagine the amount of useful food 
that would go in the dumpster.  The 
amount of clothes that would be sold 
to third parties and shipped overseas 
instead of staying local. The 
continuous cycle of people receiving 
handouts instead of a hand up.  
 
 

    Our Impact 

    What Would Happen If We Weren’t Here? 
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The SJDC utilizes various online and offline 
fundraising methods to generate support to 
fulfill their mission.  These include a Spring 
and Fall Annual Fund Appeal through Direct 
Mail and Digital Media.  They host an annual 
Dodge Hunger Dodgeball Tournament at the 
RiverWinds Community Center in West 
Deptford, NJ.  As well as minor fundraising 
events such as a Pack the House event at 
Chick Fil A, and the Boscov's Shopping Pass 
Campaign.  The SJDC seeks new and exciting 
grant opportunities through local foundations 
and grantmakers.  Other fundraising methods are Planned Giving, Securities, Memorial Giving, 
e-Cards, Corporate Giving, Peer to Peer Fundraising, Crowdfunding, Workplace Giving, Targeted 
Campaigns, Gifts in Kind, and will soon launch the Annual Fund Multi-Level Giving Program. 
 
 
 
 

    Business Model 

    Expenses and Revenue 
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We've done great things, and enjoyed great success, but there are much greater things ahead. 
We're just getting started. Our vision for the future of the Dream Center includes duplicating 
our operation in each of the six counties we aim to serve.  Each facility, the home of a “Loads 
of Love” discount laundromat, a “New Image” hair salon, Health and Wellness center, a 
Training Center, a daycare, a Marketplace with food, clothing, household and baby items, and a 
fitness center and coffee shop for added revenue.   
 
 
 
 
Over the years, we've also experienced our 
share of challenges. Like the people we 
serve, we are in a process of growth and 
know quite well what it means to experience 
setbacks and temporary struggles.  We've 
outgrown three facilities since we started.  
People have arrived before the sun comes up 
to get a place in line then wait hours to be 
served. Without a permanent location, our 
training, workshops, and hours of operation 
are limited, which means only a small 
fraction of the people in South Jersey that need our help can be served. We need help.  
 
 

 
 
To go to the next level and to break the cycle of poverty in South Jersey, here's how you can 
help. First and foremost, we need a permanent facility. A 10,000 to 30,000 square foot, one 
level building with “retail” space, offices/classrooms, adequate parking, and easy access via 
public transportation. We are also seeking skilled professionals in finance, business strategy, 
marketing, and development, that are passionate about our cause.  We need corporate and 
individual financial partners who are committed to investing their wealth into the lives of others, 
by funding our operational expenses and campaigns for expansion and innovation. In kind 
partners and volunteers are also a huge part of our success, who are willing to donate food, 
clothing, household and baby items, training, services, talents and time.  
 
There is no gift too small, or no gift too large for you to make a huge difference in the lives of 
others.  All gifts are tax-deductible, and a record of your giving will be provided.  The SJDC 
appreciates contributions to their general operating budget.  Should you choose to restrict your 
gift, the two areas of greatest need are 1) securing a permanent location to provide programs 
and services, and 2) staffing. For your convenience, a reply card and is attached. Thank you! 

 Become a monthly partner  
 Planned giving through your will or living trust 
 Make a one-time gift 

 Sponsorship of programs and events  

    What’s Ahead? 

    Our Challenges 

    Here’s How You Can Help 
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I'm able to eat more nutritiously by receiving fresh fruits and vegetables, which are considered 
luxury items and only purchased on occasion. 
 
Money that I normally spent on 
groceries and clothing could be used to pay for electric, gas, rent and other monthly living 
expenses 
 
I enjoy the company of others in a positive, non-judgmental atmosphere, and I met new 
people. 
 
I found a new winter coat! 
 
By time we pay all our bills, we barely have enough for food.  These food pantries keep us 
going each month. 
 
You not only serve food, you give us pet food and personal hygiene items.  We don't get those 
in other places.   
 
I'm not so depressed and worried about where my next meal was going to come from. 
 
I feel like less of a burden to my relatives, and I feel better about myself through the message 
of hope.  I'm more thankful and inspired to take steps forward. 
 
I felt better prepared for my job interview through the job readiness workshop, and more 
confident. 
 
 

    What Our Guests Are Saying 


